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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Commodore’s Report 2021 

 

Last year we went through 2 months of complete lockdown.  Since 19 June 2020, the Club has 

been open, but we have gone through various types of restrictions due to the Covid-19 

Pandemic.  We had restrictions to 5 sailors per boat, then 8, then 2 and now 5 again.  Meeting 

the strict guidelines in this ever changing landscape, or should I said seascape, has not been 

easy.  I would like to thank all members for their patience and support as we went through 

these difficult times and met these challenges. 

 

The recent spike of cases linked to KTV lounges and fishmongers is disturbing, but fortunately 

Club activities do not focus on singing in intimate settings or playing dice, although we do have 

an outlet selling fish at Changi Sailing Club.   So let us all strive to observe the guidelines laid 

down in the Safe Management Measures, so that we can continue to remain open and we can 

all stay safe and healthy.  Having gone through various phases of closure, we are now able to 

carry out more activities at the club.  

 

From 4 July, we have resumed racing with a vengeance.  I watched the start of the Sunday 

Series on 4 July and again on 18 July.  May I said it was wonderful to see so many boats in the 

water both racing and training, so many relaxing at the pool area and once again patronizing 

the F&B facilities.  An unexpected consequence of the pandemic is that the restaurant has 

become hugely popular and our sailing courses much in demand.   Our courses are booked up 

to Dec 2021.  We are able to run these courses but unfortunately these are also subject to 

restriction as to numbers. 
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The Club buildings have been in use since the 1990's so it is not surprising that we have been 

experiencing reoccurring problems, such as water leakage in parts of the roof of the buildings 

during the wet season.  Works have been done to put a stop to these leaks, but the Committee 

has discussed and is considering a major upgrade to the Club premises which will include 

extensive roof works, upgrading of the toilets and water proofing of the swimming pool.  The 

Committee has dubbed this programme of works as "Project 2040" for the reason I will now 

explain.  Our club lease will expire in 2026.  It may not be feasible to incur the expense of the 

planned works in the light of the limited balance of the lease.   The Committee therefore has 

sought the support of Sport Singapore for an extension of the lease for another 15 years.  Two 

meetings have already taken placed with Sport Singapore and there will be more discussions.  

Sport Singapore is working with MCYS on this.  The Committee will make every practicable 

effort for a successful outcome, and may reach out to members for assistance in the coming 

months, if appropriate. 

 

I would like now to thank my colleagues in the Management Committee, members of the other 

working committees and managerial and other staff for their energy and enthusiasm in 

discharging their responsibilities and keeping the Club on an even keel.  We are a very active 

sailing club.  We can be proud that we are members of a Club in a very beautiful location in 

Singapore.  We hope to make the best of our situation by ensuring that the Club has a 

comprehensive program of activities which are well run.  I will leave it to my colleagues to 

elaborate in their reports on the Club's activities in the last 12 months and plans for the future.   

 

On behalf of the Committees may I wish you good health and happy sailing! 

 

 

Deborah Barker  

Commodore 


