he 4 Singapore Regatta welcomed

competitors from local and regional

sailing clubs to enjoy the prevailing
northeast monsoon in one of the mosticonic big
boat and multihull regattas in Singapore. This
regatta took place on the 15-16 February 2025,
rightin the middle of the glorious northeast
monsoon.
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The picturesque Changi Sailing Club
(CSC) has taken over the reins of the Singapore
Regatta from the Singapore Sailing Federation.
Supported by Raffles Marina, the Republic of
Singapore Yacht Club and sanctioned by Sin-
gapore Sailing Federation, this signature event
isareimagined version of the Singapore Straits
Regatta, borne from a vision of celebrating the
best of keelboat and multihull sailing in Singa-
pore and the region. The Singapore Regattaiis
the final qualifying event for the prestigious Sir
Thomas Lipton Challenge Trophy —a coveted
prize awarded to the best performing IRC keel-
boatin the region.

The Sir Thomas Lipton Cup s a presti-
gious and historic trophy which dates back to
1923.Itisawarded to the best performing yacht
in eligible IRC categories across the following
fourregional events: the RajaMuda Selangor
International Regatta, the Phuket King’s Cup
Regatta, the Royal Langkawi International
Regattaand the Singapore Regatta.

Whyis this soimportant? Because since
Captain Marty Rijkuris passed in December of
2019, his Asia Yachting Grand Prix (AYGP)
series died with him, and the Sir Thomas Lipton
Challenge Trophyis the first sailing series to



unite the major regatta events held in main-
land Southeast Asia. Congratulations go out
to CSC General Manager Choy Yi Hong for
resurrecting this cherished chalice and for
staging an event that has more entrees than
any otherregional regatta since COVID.

The 2025 event took participating
yachts on a scenic passage race route, enjoying
panoramic views along the East Johor Straits.
Following the passage race on Saturday,
competitorssailed shorter windward-leeward
races, including the infamous Tekong Tango
onday two, concluding the regattalate Sunday
afternoon.

The regatta featured a diverse group
of 35 entrees with skippers from 19 different
countries. Six classes were grouped together
in four divisions: the IRC Division had 7 boats
competing; Club Racing (Portsmouth Yard-
stick) had 11 yachtssailing; the ]24/Platu 25
Sports Boat Divisions had 8; & Multihulls &
Beach Catamarans had 9 boats.

One of the perks of holding aregatta
at the Changi Sailing Club is that on day one
General Manager and Principal Race Offi-
cer Choy Yi Hong could stage the starts and
finishes of the regatta from the Crow’s Nest of

the club’s pier. He didn’t have to motor a great
distance to find wind or a suitable place todrop
anchor. He just wandered down from the club-
house with a cup of coffee in his head, climbed
tohis perch, surveyed the fleet and let loose with
the start sequence.

Now for all you newbies to Singapore
yachtracing, it’s certainly not for the faint of
heart. Atany given moment, in the East Johor
Straits, you could have a container ship on your
portside, an oil tanker on your starboard and
apassenger ferry dead ahead and these behe-
mothsaren’t slowingdown, so you better have
your head on a swivel and your wits about you,
oryoujust might be saying bye to your boat and
your health.

Luckily, the seasoned sailors of the au-
gust Changi Sailing Club (CSC) have plenty of
experience dealing with this kind of heavy traf-
fic on the water —theyaren’t even slightly fazed
when a cameraboat getsin their way. Imean,
after dealing with shipping containers and oil
tankers a camera boat s like arubber ducky.

The second and final day of the
Singapore Regatta was made of a series of
windward-leeward races overseen by Changi
Activities Manager Leahnnie “Jhing” Tayong.



As Adona’s crewmate Claire Canning said, “To-
day’s biggest challenge was choosing aside. The
current was a big deal as rounding the leeward
mark was a serious challenge — the Tekong Tango
never fails to deliver.”

The]24s and Platu 25s were the first
boats Jhing sent off the line with four boats
racingin each One Design Class. The ] 24s
saw Lisette Sens’ team from the Republic of
Singapore Yacht Clubon Dua win everyrace
in their class, even the race they dropped, to
finish with three points overall. Three points
backinsecond overall sat Jun Zhang’s Chinese
crew from the Jiangsu Tianyi High School. Then
another three points behind them sat Norman
Yip's fellow Republic of Singapore Yacht Club
team on Tiga.

Similarly, Ivan Boudioukine’s SMUwe
took top spotin the Platu Class

winning everyrace in their class, even
the race they dropped, tofinish with three
points overall. A Thai team headed by former
Olympian Worrasard Saardiem and ThaiNa-
tional Jury member Pokpong Pattaweekongka
on Notus and Luc Yee’s SMUMad finished tied
with seven points overall, but Notus took sec-
ond spot having finished higher in the final race.

Simon Piff’s Firstlight won the 11-boat

Portsmouth Yardstick (PY) class as theyalso
won everyrace in their class, even the race they
dropped, tofinish with three points overall.
Therace between second- and third-place was
much tighter as Colin Clark’s Bound to Please by
scoring eight points with their drop edged out



Jasper Simon Knoben’s Forever Young, who left
their radio on all day, by one point.

The second start of the dayin the IRC
division saw aredo asa couple of the boatsin the
PY class hadn’t yet finished their second race,
thereby not keeping the start clean for the IRC
racers. But when all three races were eventu-
ally completed Lee Yimin’s Jolt stood atop the
podium in this class. Second was defending IRC
class champion Adriaan Smit’s Adona, who with
seven points edged out Thomas Reckefuss’ Born
in Fire, who placed third.

The six-boat multihull class was the
closest of them all as Freddy Fam’s Phoenix and
Eugene Wong’s Sirius Swift both finished with
four points overall, but Phoenix claimed class
honours as they won the final race of the day.
Gary Curtis’ Miss Visayan was third in the class.

Threebeach catamarans took partin
the regatta today, having not participated in
yesterday’s passage race. Jeremy Perrier, sailing
Addiction single-handed, won two of the three
races to capture the class with Kelly Twigge’s
Twisted Creature finishing second and Zaheera
Hashim’s Balgis II coming in third.

So, whenit wasall sailed and done, we
had anew Sir Thomas Lipton Challenge Trophy
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champion as Lee Yimin's Singapore-based boat
Joltentered and placed in all four of the regattas
constituting the series (the Raja Muda Selangor
International Regatta, the Phuket King’s Cup
Regatta, the Royal Langkawi International Re-
gattaand the Singapore Regatta) to take home
the 102-year-old trophy.

Sailors of note who participated includ-
ed Xu Yuan Zhen, a 2008 Beijing Olympics 470
Men's Skipper who sailed in the PY Division on
Firstlight, a Beneteau 50 based in Raffles Marina.
Andin the Multihull Division, three-time
Asian Games Medalist Teo Wee Chin crewed on
Sirius Swift, a Corsair 880 Sport.

It was great to see the organizers of two
otherregional regattas on hand as Prakash
Reddy, the chairman of the Nongsa Neptune
Regattain Indonesia was sailing on Zanzibar,
while Irsyad Ismail, chairman of the RajaMuda
Selangor International Regatta was here to
cheer on members of his Royal Selangor Yacht
Club from Malaysia.

The guest of honour at the event was Mr.
Vince Tan, Director of Ops Transformation &
Planning of the Maritime Port Authority of Sin-
gapore, who handed out awards at the closing
ceremonies.




